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Baseball Northern Territory acknowledges Australia’s 

First Nations people as the Traditional Custodians of 

the land and their continuing connection to country, 

sea and water. We pay respect to their Elders past, 

present and emerging
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Members

Member FundsNet Income

Programs Participation

Female Members

330
+73   +28%

72
+33   +85%

2,136
+1903  +917%

2022 v 2023

32
+27   +640%

+$11,463
+$5,558 +94%

$254,343
+$11,463 +5%
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With the close of the 2022/23 financial year, I am very pleased to reflect 

on what has been another very transformational year for Baseball NT. This 
year will set us up for the future. Key to the ongoing growth, sustainability, 
and improved awareness of Baseball in the NT, we are making inroads to 

bringing Baseball back to being a key fixture in the NT sporting scene.

This year Baseball NT was pleased to appoint two new staff members who 
both joined us from interstate. With a focus on our current and future 
strategic goals, Kai and Rob have brought a great amount of passion 

and enthusiasm to their roles. In October 2022, Kai Meuronen joined as 
our Development Officer,

moving up to Darwin from 
Canberra. Kai made an
immediate impact on the 

sport div ing headfirst into the
key issues of participation and 

engagement. In March 2023,
Baseball NT appointed Rob 
Gower as our General

Manager, mov ing with his
family from Sydney. Rob 

brings a wealth of experience 
and a fresh perspective on 
improv ing the operations of the organisation. I believe the way both

Rob and Kai have gotten themselves into the Territory culture and spirit is 
exactly what we all want to see.

I was incredibly proud to see that in 2022, Baseball NT was able to field a 
team in the little league national championships for the first time in several 

years. Then, in 2023, we fielded a team in both the Little League and 
Junior competitions – needless to say, our pathways to competitions is 

continuing to grow. Incredibly, in both years, all players have come 
from Alice Springs – the talent and passion in Central Australia is very 
positive to see and a clear indication of the hard work of our wonderful 

volunteers. I hope we can see a few Top End players challenging for spots 
in 2024!

On the horizon are several changes and updates including 
the introduction of a new database system that will be common across 

all Australian States and Territories and Baseball Australia – this is 
an incredibly useful step forward for everyone involved.We will be 

bringing with the database, a new website and online experience that 
will enhance your ability to engage with the sport and our team.
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I want to also take this time to thank Kristine Evans for her fantastic 

contribution to Baseball in the Territory over the last few years. Kristine has 
been a great member of the Board prov iding insights, perspectives, and 
ideas that have been incredibly 

valuable. Kristine had to step
away from the Board during 

2023 and I know I speak for the 
Board and many throughout
the Baseball community when 

I say a big thank you for her 
time, energy, insights, and

perspectives.

After 5 years on the Board with 

3 of those as Chairperson, I am 
very proud of where we have 

brought the sport and how we 
continue to position Baseball for 
growth and importantly

sustainability into the future.

Josh Ang 
Chairperson
Baseball NT



Well positioned for growing our game in the NT

2023 has been a year to reset, focus on the basics and start to reengage our 
baseball community and we are very happy to say that we have started to 

see the fruits of our labour.

Before I get into the initiatives we have implemented this year, I wanted to 
start by saying a huge THANK YOU to all of our volunteers who made playing 
our game possible. While there are too many to name everyone, I wanted to 

make special mention to Nathan Mitchell, Kristine Evans, Anthony Geppa, 
Andrea McVeigh, Brian Vidler, Peter Porambo, Rob Brown, Ray Brown, Cam 

Gleeson, Alexis Klein, Tom Vidins, Ian Grant, Narelle Gosstray and Josh Ang.

Starting with reengaging our community, we 

made a change designed to inform and 
engage our baseball community through 
our social media platforms. We 

implemented weekly posts outlining 
upcoming games, weekend results, 

Throwback Thursday focused on our history 
and Coaches Corner to build skills. This led to 
our content being v iewed almost 3 times 

more than the previous year and increasing 
our Facebook followers by 19%. We also 

launched our Instagram page, which 
continues to grow in followers each week.

Next up was a focus on grassroots and to re-

inv igorate our Junior players in Darwin. 
Noting the junior competition and programs 
in Darwin had almost disappeared, in July 

this year we held a recruitment drive, 
designed new uniforms aligned to our senior 

competition and with renewed energy we 
found many kids interested in playing our 
game. Fast forward 3 months and 

membership in our junior programs went from 
16 players to 66. We expect to continue to 

see this grow with many more kids joining us 
in 2024.
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Recently, Baseball NT spend some time with the Alice Springs Baseball 

Association, assisting them launch their 2023/2024 season. Helping run school 
programs, come-n-try sessions, hitting and pitching clinics and stalls at the 
Todd St Mall markets, which all contributed to a real baseball feel through the 

town and 21% uplift in members for the season. Outstanding ASBA!

On top of these great initiatives, we are 
also proud we sent 2 junior representative
teams to the national championships, the 

delivery of 15 school programs and 17
community events as well as our 

involvement in the NT Government 
Women in Sport network and upgrades
made to Garry Ross field at Tracy Village

Sports Complex in Darwin.

Off the field and behind the scenes we 
have taken some solid steps forward to 

improve the products we prov ide and 

making it easier and safer for our members and the community. We have 
implemented 2 new systems, to streamline memberships and volunteer 

records, created processes for all our major programs and introduced AI to 
reduce time on more basic tasks.

Ultimately when I reflect on the year, it is great to see both Baseball NT roles 
filled, new processes that allow for more consistent and improved delivery of 

programs, more players playing our game and significantly more Territorians 
being exposed to baseball, all with financial stability that gives me great 
optimism for 2024 and years beyond.

Next year I look forward to reporting on further membership growth, 

improved processes making it easier for our community, more programs 
delivered and some reflection on key events.

Finally on a personal note, I would like to thank our baseball community for 
welcoming me into the role this year. It has been an honour working in this 

sport.

Regards

Rob Gower

General Manager
Baseball NT
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After 3 consecutive years of membership reductions, we are pleased to 

announce a year with 28% growth in membership and our highest number of 
members since mov ing to online registrations. The key area of growth has 
been in the junior sector with an extra 101 registrations in 2023 across Alice 

Springs and Darwin, which indicates good prospects for the future.  Most 
noteworthy is the increase in female participation from 15% in 2022 to 22% in 

2023.

Across 15 school programs and 17 community events, Baseball NT has 

exposed 2,136 people to Baseball. As shown above this is a considerable 
uplift from the past few years. 70% of these are completed through newly 
established relationships with primary schools in Darwin and Alice Springs. A 

key element of these programs is to ensure everyone has an opportunity to 
play baseball and through our partnerships with Disability NT and Clubhouse 

Territory Inc we have exposed 235 indigenous and 153 people with a 
disability to the game of baseball throughout 2023.
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Coming off a successful return to the National Little League program in 2022, 

the NT Buffaloes were able to expand on their success by sending two teams 
to national competitions for the first time in over a decade. This was a 
massive accomplishment for all involved, and an important sign of progress in 

growing the footprint of Baseball in the Northern Territory.

The first stop of the 2023 NT Buffaloes representative program was the 2023 
Intermediate League National Championships held from the 19th – 23rd of 
May at the Old Aerodrome Sporting Complex in Mildura, VIC. The team, led 

by head coach Rob Brown and his assistants Brian Vidler and Peter Porambo, 
was largely compiled of players who competed at the LLD2 tournament the 

year prior, and
were incredibly keen to test themselves in the older age group and against 
higher levels of competition. 

Whilst the results didn’t go the Buffs way, finishing the tournament with a 0 -5-1 

record, the team remained super competitive throughout the week and 
capped off the tournament with a barnburner 11-11 draw against the 
Southern Mariners. Some personal achievements on the team included 

Angus Haines hitting .400 for the tournament in only his first year of playing 
baseball, Kev in Pollard leading the team with a 4.50 era pitching a whopping 

4 games, and Nuer Strawbridge for being solid with the glove only 
committing 1 error all tournament. The Intermediate league team truly set the 
foundation for younger Buffaloes to follow, and we look forward to following 

their progress as they advance the age groups in future years!
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2 weeks following, the Buffs were off again. This time it was the Little 

Leaguers turn, competing in the 2023 Little League Div ision 2 Championships 
held from the 5th – 13th of June at Blacktown International Softball Park in 
Sydney NSW. This tournament was always going to be tough for the Baby 

Buffaloes with only 3 returning players from the prev ious year's squad. Boy did 
they surprise us.

The Buffs game out of the gates strong, winning the first game of the 
tournament 10-4 over the Belles; an all-female team from Victoria, and 

winning in nail biting fashion 13-12 over the Twins from Western Australia. The 
team finished with a record of 2-4-1 leav ing the tournament with a tied 

6th place finish, the best result from an NT team since the early 2000’s. Some 
awesome indiv idualperformances occurred too: Jayden Alchin and Lucas 
Porambo both finished the tournament batting over .500, Jordan McVeigh 

had 3 caught stealings from behind the plate, and Chelsea Erickson finished 
with an impressive 8 strikeouts in her 3 innings of work. Off the field, the trip 

was highlighted by a team v isit to Circular Quay and the Opera House, as 
well as multiple v isits to Parramatta Mall.

I would also like to highlight Jazmine, Chelsey, Chelsea, and Hannah; the 
four females on the buffaloes who showcased the growing potential for 

female talent in the sport. The girls represented themselves and the NT with 
great pride; had the opportunity to talk and hangout with some Australian 
Emeralds players Maddi, Ticara, and Elise (see pictured); and were a part of 

a very special photo at the conclusion of the tournament with all the other 
female participants. The Little League Buffaloes have only just started their 

baseball journey, and we can't wait to see where they all end up!
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I wanted to personally thank our group of hardworking volunteers 

that without these tournaments would not be possible. Our coaches Rob 
Brown, Peter Porambo, and Brian Vidler sacrificed hundreds of hours to help 
train and prepare the kids for the tournaments in addition to taking time off 
work to travel for the tournaments themselves.

I’d also like to thank Andrea McVeigh and Alexis Klein for serv ing as 
wonderful EO’s and defecto team mums for all their organisational skills as 
well as their genuine care and affection for each and every member of the 

NT Buffaloes Teams.

Finally, I wanted to commend the entire Alice Springs Baseball Community, 
Andrea McVeigh and NT Baseball Kids, for their HERCULEAN fundraising efforts 
to help reduce the cost of all kids travelling to the tournaments. They put on 

multiple events such as Bake sales and quiz nights, raising more than $15,000 
to help cover the costs of travelfor the kids participating in the tournaments. 

Rob and I would like to say a personal THANK YOU for all your efforts!

We are super proud of the NT Buffaloes efforts during the 2023 Rep 

Team Program and are super excited to get the ball rolling for an even 
bigger and better 2024!

GO BUFFALOES!

Kai Meuronen
Development Officer and Assistant Coach
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Jim McAulay

Pre 2000

Steve Cubillo

Pre 2000

John Chin

Pre 2000

Margaret Chin

Pre 2000

Jeff Hartell

Pre 2000

Brian Price

Pre 2000

Kev in Conway

Pre 2000

Rosanna Hywood

Pre 2000

Lyel Kempster

Pre 2000

Terry Patterson

Pre 2000

Dennis Hall

Pre 2000

Gary Lambert

2005

Jeff Pinkerton

Pre 2000

Jeff Damasco

Pre 2000

Max Rider 

Pre 2000

Garry Ross

2021

Brian Vidler

2020

Jeff Goodworth

2005

Toby Hunkin

2008

Wilson Lee

2006

Damon Sorenson

2005

Matt Mumme

2013

Mitchell Green

2010

Aaron Glenv ille

2009

Alan Lawlor

2020

Blake Gilbert 

2019

Dylan Grillis

2014
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