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Baseball Northern Territory acknowledges 
Australia’s First Nations people as the Traditional 
Custodians of the land and their continuing 
connection to country, sea and water. We pay 
respect to their Elders past, present and 
emerging

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
OF COUNTRY
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CHAIR'S REPORT
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It is my pleasure to present the Chairperson's Report for the Baseball Northern Territory 
(Baseball NT) annual report for the 2023/24 financial year. This has been another year of 
significant growth, challenges, and achievements for our organisation, and I am proud to 
share our successes and reflect on the journey we have undertaken together. 

Another fantastic year of accomplishment on and off the field with our representative teams 
continuing to do the Territory proud, our membership numbers growing and our organisational 
operations supporting our ongoing development. Our juniors programs and comps are doing 
better than they have in years, and we have more on the horizon to continue to grow the 
popularity of this sport. Our incoming Women’s league is creating a new avenue to engage 
more people into the sport and our pathway opportunities to play representative Baseball 
continue to grow. 

Our team of Rob and Kai have done a fantastic job of implementing the strategy and 
continuing to seek out new and exciting ways to take the game, and organisation forward. 
When they started, the Board was very clear that our priorities were to increase members, 
diversify revenue and increase awareness of the sport. I am very pleased to see that we have 
shifted the dial on each of these key areas over the last 2 years. I want to thank Rob and Kai for 
their ongoing hard work and dedication to the sport and the organisation. 

We are excited to introduce an ambitious new organisational strategy for 2024-2026, which we 
believe will significantly advance our mission. With several key initiatives and focuses, this 
strategy will ensure that Baseball in the Territory not only thrives but also expands its reach 
and impact. 

Looking back on the last 6 years since I joined the Board, I am proud of where we are today. 
We have made many tough decisions, built strategies and been flexible to the changing world 
around us. But at the end of the day, I know we have taken Baseball forward in a very positive 
way. The sport has plenty of opportunity to continue to grow and develop to engage the next 
generation and I know that we have great systems and plans in place to support that, now and 
into the future. 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who has contributed to the success of 
Baseball NT over the past year. Your dedication, passion, and support have been instrumental 
in achieving our goals and driving our organisation forward. Together, we have made 
significant strides, and I am confident that the future holds even greater promise for Baseball 
in the Territory. 

Thank you.

Joshua Ang 
Chairperson
Baseball Northern Territory



2024 HIGHLIGHTS

The launch of the Darwin Women's Baseball League marked 
a significant milestone in promoting women's baseball in the 
Territory, providing new opportunities for 58 new female 
members to participate and compete.

Darwin Women's Baseball League

World Children's Baseball Fair
Five junior players from Darwin and Alice Springs as well 
as Cam Gleeson and Narelle Gosstray proudly 
represented the Northern Territory on the international 
stage, participating in the World Children's Baseball Fair in 
Japan. The event offered a unique cultural and sporting 
experience, fostering global friendships and skill 
development.
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3 members of the Australian women's baseball team visited 
Alice Springs to conduct specialised clinics for local junior 
girls, inspiring the next generation of players and promoting 
the sport's growth among young women.

Australian Emerald's 

A significant increase in the number of accredited coaches, 
umpires, and scorers across the NT has strengthened our 
baseball community's foundation, ensuring the development 
of skilled and knowledgeable leaders at all levels of the 
game.

Surge in Volunteer Accreditations



REPRESENTATIVE 
TEAM REPORT

“We practice so much for this. We all had energy. Once we had one run, it kept piling up and it gave 
energy to everyone else. Baseball is a growing sport and more people coming and there’s a lot of 
good potential to have a big future in [the NT].” - Lucas Porambo (Baseball.com.au)

2024 saw a giant leap forward in the development of the NT Buffalo programs. New uniforms, a new age 
division, and a longer build up saw a renewed sense of excitement and exposure for the Buffs on a 
national stage. Trials in December kicked off with over 50 kids putting their hands up for selection across 
the 2 age groups before teams were announced in early February. 

A cold trip to Geelong in May saw the Buffs get their first taste of the Senior League age division. Fielding 
a team approx. 1.5 years younger than their opponents saw a terrific exercise in resilience and ambition 
as the Buffs battled hard throughout their 6-game slate. Highlights of the week included Angas “No Fly 
Zone” Haines being featured on Baseball Australia Socials (Rumor has it he is till checking the view 
count), the hottest chicken wings in Australia, Head Coach Rob Brown’s birthday party during the grand 
final, and most importantly; the support, comradery, and well wishes from all teams, staff, and fans who 
attended the event. The Buffs felt the love in this one.

The Little League Buffs returned to Blacktown in June for the 2nd year in a row with a renewed focus and 
higher ambitions for a medal. Whilst the latter unfortunately didn't play out, these kids gave everyone a 
shock to the system showing what NT baseballers are capable of. Highlighted by a last inning 7 run 
comeback against Manly, the Little League Buffs finished with a record of 3-3; their best record since 
returning to the national stage in 2022. Unfortunately, the tournament was plagued by 3 days of rain, 
which caused havoc with the schedule, but only made the team closer, highlighted by trips to the 
trampoline park, Lids, Trip to Circular Quay, Lids, Bus Decorating, and Lids again. A final milestone was 
this tournament also marked the final tournament for long time head coach Brian Vidler, who has been 
the lynch pin of Baseball in the territory for the past 20+ years.

A big thank you to all the travelling staff – Rob, Ray, Pete, Brian, Andrea, Dawn, and Gav for all their hard 
work in the extended leadup and throughout the tournaments. A big thank you to all the parents for the 
countless hours sitting around at training sessions and travelling to support. Finally, to the Buffs 
themselves, for continually raising the bar of baseball in the NT and setting a great example for future 
players to follow.

Go Buffs 
Kai Meuronen
Participation & Pathways Manager
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RESULTS AT A GLANCE
Members

373 Increase

+43 +13%

2023 vs 2024

Female Members

84
Increase

+12 +17%
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Junior Members

231
Increase

+47 +26%
Participation

2,607
Increase

+471 +22%
Registered Volunteers

55
Increase

+10 +22%
Revenue

$259k
Increase

+57k +28%



2024 – 2027 
STRATEGIC PLAN
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Key Initiative Implemented Date Result

New Female Leagues August 2024 58 new female members

Coach Development April 2024 15 newly accredited coaches

Umpire Development September 2024 7 newly accredited umpires

New Strategic Partners February 2024
3 new major sponsors
1 new minor sponsor

3 new donators

New NT Championships July 2024 Postponed to 2025

More Media Coverage February 2024

400 more Social followers
5 radio interviews

2 TV stories
5 Newspaper articles

New Revenue Sources March 2024
Fundraising

Clothes & Equipment Sales
Online Shop (coming soon)

Our Progress



GENERAL MANAGER 
REPORT

Progress and Development...

2024 has been a year of exciting growth and key achievements for Baseball NT, as we continue to 
build on our efforts to expand the game and enhance engagement across the Territory. The 
foundation laid in 2023 has allowed us to make significant progress, and I am thrilled to share the 
highlights of our year.

Before diving into the new initiatives, I want to extend a huge THANK YOU to all our dedicated 
volunteers who make baseball possible. There are too many to call out all of  them however I to 
make special mention to Nathan Mitchell, Anthony Zamolo, Sam Hanzel, Andrea McVeigh, Brian 
Vidler, Peter Porambo, Rob Brown, Ray Brown, Cam Gleeson, Gavin McGargill, Pam Franklin, Tom 
Vidins, Mark MacDonald, Gemma Scales, Narelle Gosstray and Josh Ang. Your contributions have 
been invaluable in helping us grow the sport we all love.

Over the past 12 months we have seen many things that has made me proud, below is a list of just 
some of our key achievements:

 13% increase in membership. 45% in the past 2 years
 The development of our 2024-2027 Strategic Plan
 Launch of the Inaugural Darwin Women's Baseball League
 Junior Players from the NT at the World Children's Baseball Fair in Japan
 Australian Women's Baseball Clinics for Alice Springs Juniors
 Securing government funding for the next 5 years
 Significant Growth in Accredited Coaches, Umpires, and Scorers
 3 new major sponsors for our programs

In addition to these great achievements, behind the scenes, we have continued to improve our 
operations, making it easier and safer for our members and community. We expanded our use of 
technology to streamline administrative tasks, enhancing the efficiency of our programs. This 
progress, combined with financial stability, positions us well for continued future growth.

Reflecting on 2024, it is rewarding to see increased participation in our programs, more accredited 
officials, and the successful launch of new initiatives that bring Territorians closer to baseball. I look 
forward to seeing further membership growth, new programs, and more key events in 2025.

Finally, I want to thank our baseball community for your ongoing support. It is a privilege to be part of 
this journey.

Rob Gower
General Manager, Baseball NT
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HONOUR ROLL
Year Life Member Junior of the Year

Pre 2000 Jim McAulay
Jeff Hartell*

Steve Cubillo
John Chin

Margaret Chin
Brian Price

Terry Patterson
Lyel Kempster*
Kevin Conway

Dennis Hall
Max Rider*

Jeff Damasco
Jeff Pinkerton

2005 Gary Lambert
Jeff Goodworth

Damon Sorenson

2006 Wilson Lee

2008 Toby Hunkin

2009 Aaron Glenville

2010 Mitchell Green

2013 Matt Mumme

2014 Dylan Grills

2019 Blake Gilbert

2020 Brian Vidler Alan Lawlor

2021 Garry Ross*

2023 Toby Liddelow
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2024 PARTNERS
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Narelle Gosstray

Joshua Angjoy
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Narelle Gosstray
Governance Director

Joshua Ang
Chairperson & Finance Director
joy
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Narelle Gosstray

Joshua Ang
fly

Robert Gower

Rob
Cross-Out


